His Grace The Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysostom Mar Thoma
Valiya Metropolitan passed away on May 5, 2021 at the age of 104. Let
us thank God for the life, mission, and ministry of Thirumeni.
Thirumeni was respected and loved not only by Christians but also
people of all faiths. Thirumeni will be remembered for his sense of
humor. He preached the gospel so that all would understand. He
ministered the word and sacrament faithfully. He was a bishop of the
Mar Thoma Church for 67 years, 11 months and 11 days. He was
awarded India's third highest civilian award, the Padma Bhushan, in
2018.
Thirumeni was consecrated as an Episcopa on May 23, 1953, by The
Most Rev. Juhanon Mar Thoma Metropolitan assisted by Mathews Mar
Athanasius Episcopa ordained Oommen as Episcopa and gave him the
episcopal title Philipose Mar Chrysostom. He was designated as
Suffragan Metropolitan in May 1978.After Alexander Mar Thoma
Metropolitan stepped aside from the daily administration of the Church
due to ill-health on March 15, 1999, Mar Chrysostom was designated
Officiating Metropolitan.
Mar Chrysostom was installed as Metropolitan on October 23 1999
when Alexander Mar Thoma Metropolitan was made Valiya
Metropolitan. (Senior Metropolitan)
He remained Metropolitan until 2007, whereby he became the Mar
Thoma Valiya Metropolitan.
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FROM VICAR’S DESK
Dearly beloved in Christ,
We have completed yet another season of Great Lent. I
hope and pray that this was a time of reflection, repentance, and
renewal for all of us as a faith community, which is what the Lord
invites us to do as we journey with Him.
This is a time to remember that we are privileged to be
called and be the Children of God. The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Galatians 3:26-27
says, “So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” So through this experience, we can understand that Salvation is Christ’s gift to us, as we are the children of
God.
What is salvation? What does it mean to be saved? Once saved are we always
saved? I am sure these are questions we may have been asked or that we may ask ourselves. This was the same question people would ask during biblical times.
In the Old Testament, the Jews believed that salvation means being delivered
from sufferings, persecutions, exile, and onslaughts of enemies. However, Jesus Christ,
through His very life, and ministry, and sacrifice taught and showed by the way of salvation. As John 3:16 tells us, we are to believe in Him in order to gain eternal life. So this
is the goal of our lives as Christians is to live a life, accepting Christ into our lives, living
a Christ-like life, and bringing others to him, by sharing the good news. It doesn’t mean,
“Once saved, always saved.” Rather, we must live the experience of being saved day by
day. This process of perpetual.
That is why at the end of the Holy Qurbana service, the Priest turns to us in
the Final Blessing and says, “You both near and far, who are saved by the victorious
cross of the Lord, and sealed with the seal of Holy Baptism, this Holy Trinity will forgive you of your sins and comfort your souls.”
This is also a clear reminder that as we are the saved people of God, and it is
our responsibility to remember that day by day, and live the life of one who has been
saved by Christ through the forgiveness of sins and by engaging in an active relationship
with Him on a daily basis. We have to work on our faith. This happens through regular
study and meditation on the word of God, prayer, and living a life journeying with
Christ, accepting him, and bringing others to this saved experience. It is God’s gift. Revelation 7:10b says, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb.”
This is a time for our spiritual renewal; a time to grow in our relationship
with Christ, by turning from past mistakes and making decisions about our life in
Christ. (Rom 10:9-10) It is a time for us to be reminded that we are saved by the victorious cross of the Lord. Christian life is a continuous struggle. If we put our trust in Him,
He will give us the grace and strength to lead an authentic Christian life.
May the blessings, grace, and mercy of our Triune God be with us all.
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NEWS
•

Church reopening for reduced
capacity attendance in May

•

Please check your vaccine eligibility
and stay safe by following COVID
protocols

•

Tax filing deadline has been pushed
out to May 17th, remember to get a
contribution statement from
Church

Prayers and Regards,
Anil Jacob
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Feby Raju (01)
Eva Feby (02)

Lija Varghese (01)
Koshy George (03)

Thankam Mammen (03)

Roshni Mathews (03)

Jayden Jubin (05)

Mathews George (06)

Santamma George (06)

Jeeva John (06)

Biju Lalitha Soman (07)

Sajeev Mathew (08)

Sujith Oommen (08)

Rachel Alexander (09)

Mathew Palakothu (10)

Jace Alexander (11)

Remington Roy (11)

Valsa George (12)

Suju Abraham (13)

Sneha Biju (13)

Ajni George (13)

Rex Cherian (14)

Rohan George (14)

Tina Mathew (14)

Zachary Mathew (14)

Ponnachan Cherian (16)

Grace Joseph (18)

Rakhe Mathew (19)

Honey Varghese (19)

Georgekutty Kuruvilla (20)

Aleyamma Thomas (20)

Saramma Varughese (20)

Bertie Jackson (21)

Dolly Samuel (21)

Subu Mathew (23)

Nivedita Titus (23)

Rekha George (24)

Meera Jacob (24)

Kochumon Idiculla (25)

Saji Idiculla (25)

Preetha Justus Helan (25)

Shaiju Varghese (25)

Renji George (26)

Abidelle Jacob (26)

Roby Thomas (26)

Daisy Saji (27)

Susy Varghese (27)

Thomas Jacob (28)

Sajan John (28)

Jojy Mathew (28)

Renu Philip (28)

Betcy Joseph (29)

Justin Joseph (29)

Raju Oonnunny (29)

Soniya Oonnunny (29)

John Jacob (30)

Jimmy Matthews (30)

Miriam Varghese (30)

Sam John (31)
Manju Mathew (31)

Anish Joyson (31)
Philip Varughese (31)

HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Deepa & Biji John (03)
Sruthi & Anish Joyson (05)
Sapna & Abby Cherian (09)
Valsa & Thampy Zachariah (12)
Aparajita & Jijoe Vurghese (13)
Shiny & Sony Thomas (15)
Leena & Naveen George (19)
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Reena & Philip Varghese (22)
Thankam & P.T.Mammen (26)
Grace & Wilson Thomas (26)
Harsha & Jimmy Alexander (28)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE (INCLUDING PASSION WEEK)
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CHURCH REOPENING

OPTIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR BETTER VIEWING EXPERIENCE IN ZOOM

